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Several States Toughen 
Law-and-Order Statutes 



Civil Disorder, Violent 
Crimes Alarm Solons 



By ROBERT BRINK 

(Assocloted Press Wriier) 

Legislators alarmed by civil 
disorder and violent street 
crimes are toughening state 
statutes aimed at curbing the 
lawless, a national survey 
showed Wednesday. 

Many states already have in- 
creased the penalties for public 
disorder and have broadened 
police power to deal with law- 
breakers or suspected criminals 
through new gun control and , 
so-called stop-and-frisk laws. 

Other legislatures will have' 
similar proposals before them • 
in their 1969 sessions.- , 

Recently passed laws on riots, 
gun control and stop-and-frisk 
procedures dictate fines and , 
prison sentences in Arizona, 
California, Delaware, Georgia, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Michi- 
gan, Nebraska, New York, 
North Dakota, Pennsylvania 
South Carolina and Tennessee. 

-Arkansas, North Carolina and 
Texas legislatures will soon be 
considering legislation involving 
riots. Arkansas, Ohio and Wis- 
consin will soon take up propos- 
als on gun control. Stop-and- 
frisk legislation will be consid- 
ered by Arkansas, New Mexico 
and Wisconsin. 

Of the states which have en- 
acted or are working on antiriot 
laws, a high proportion are 
Southern. 

TENNESSEE FELONY 

The Tennessee Legislature 
this year made it a felony to in- 
stigate or engage in riots or in- , 
terfere with police, firemen, ; 
^ ambulance attendants or gov- ' 
emmental officials during a ' 
riot. Penalties are $100 to $1,000 : 
fines and up to five years im- : 
prisonment. 

i The governor, mayors and ' 
" county judges were given clear , 
■? jurisdiction to impose curfews 
during riots. 

A new South Carolina law pro- 
vides for a prison term of up to 
five years and a fine of $1,000 or 



I both for participating in a riot 
’ or obstructing police at disor- 
J ders. Lesser penalties were es- 
'Ijtablished for inciting or solicit- 
|ing of persons to take part in a 
friot. 

Laws passed in 1967 by the 
|Georgia Legislature make it a 
i^felony to incite others to riot, 
l^and a misdemeanor to make, 
-^1 possess or toss a fire bomb. 

. Gov. Lester Maddox urged 
passage of several antiriot bills 
. during the 1968 legislative ses- 
Sion, but all failed. 

Some Arkansas legislators 
say they plan to introduce in 
j January bills to clarify the right 
.jOf the governor to declare cur- 
giew, and possibly extend that 
•’right to chief administrators of 
cities and counties. Also being 
■considered are bills to provide 
"spenalties for curfew violations. 

The Law and Order Commit- 
' tee in North Carolina has been 
studying the possibility of riot 
Taws as well as stop-and-frisk, 
curfew, disorderly conduct and 
• other laws. 

NOT JUST SOUTHERN 

But action in these areas is 
■ not confined to the South. 

Strong antiriot laws carrying 
t a mandatory, no-probation, no- 
parole minimum sentence of 
' three years were adopted in the 
; summer of 1967 in Delaware. 

The Michigan Legislature this 
year revprote its 1931 Riot Act. 

.- The new act provides penalties 
of up to 10 years in prison and 
$10,000 for various offenses dur- 
ing a riot. Among other things, 

, it provides that a person who in- 
' cites others to cdmmit certain 
violent crimes can receive the 
same punishment spelled out for 
those who actually commit the 
crimes. 

At the recommendation of the 
Pennsylvania Crime Commis- 
; Sion, a law was enacted prohib- 
- iting interference with firemen, 
police and National Guardsmen 
at the scene of a riot. 

the Southwest, the Arizona 
Legislature this year passed a 
law making it a felony to organ- 
ize or participate in a riot. 



FIVE TEXAS LAWS 
Atty. Gen. Crawford Martin of 
Texas says he will propose to 
the legislature in January five 
laws, among them: one to au- 
, thorize the governor to enforce 
a temporary curfew and to halt 
the sale of liquor, guns and gas- 
oline in riot areas at the request 
of local officials; another to pro- 
hibit distubances at public 
. meetings; to pohibit demon- 
stators from loitering; to make 
it a felony to interfere with po- 
■ licemen, firemen or medical 
: personnel during a riot. 

In Nebraska', which has few 
' large cities, the 1967 legislature 
5 took riot control measures. The 
authority of the governor to use 
the National Guard in control of 
riots and civil disturbances was 
strengthened, and he was given 
; authority to supercede to the lo- 
cal police in such times. 
Considerable action has been 
!_ taken in the areas of gun contro' 
” and stop-and-frisk legislation. 

The 1968 session of the Gen- 
1 eral Assembly in Pennsylva- 
i nia passed a law prohibiting 
anyone from carrying a firearm 
i, on public property during an 
s fgpregency proclaimed by a mu- 
nicipal or state executive. It 



makes exceptions for anyone 
actively engaged in the defense 
of his life or property. 

CONTROL IN ARKANSAS 

Police agencies in Arkansas 
are drafting a bill for considera- 
tion by the legislature to tighten 
gun control through registra- 
,tion. 

The agencies also are drafting 
a stop-and-frisk bill. The items 
will be brought before the legis- 
lature when it convenes in Janu- 
ary. 

The Wisconsin Legislature has 
not been in session this year, 
but an interim legislative com- 
mittee has been conducting 
hearings on possible gun control 
and stop-and-frisk legislation. 
Its recommendations will be 
made to the 1969 legislature. 

In California, a new law pro- 
hibits the carrying of loaded ri- 
fles or other firearms in public 
places. However, hunters and 
law enforcement officers are ex- 
empt. Because of these exemp- 
tions, legislators and district at- 
torneys have testified the meas- 
ure is practically unenforceable. 

■Gun control measures intro- 
duced by the Democrats after 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was 
assassinated in Los Angeles 
failed in the California Legisla- 




ture. 

COLORADO AN INNOVATOR 
Colorado long has had control 
over the sale and possession of 
firearms in emergencies, and 
police have the right to stop and 
search suspicious-looking per- 
sons if they think a crime may 
have been committed. 

A U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
making it legal for police to 
stop-and-frisk stems from a 
case in Cleveland. The Ohio 
Crime Commission has recom- 
mended such laws for cities 
rather than adoption of a state 
statute. Accordingly, Cleveland 
and Cincinnati and several 
smaller cities have enacted 
such ordinances. 

The commission is expected 
to sponsor several crime meas- 
ures when the Ohio General As- 
sembly convenes in January. 
Among these are provision for 
special penalties for possession 
of a weapon during commission 
of a crime, and for the banning 
of probation grants in cases in- 
volving weapons. 

A special law enforcement 
council created by the 1967 
North Dakpta Legislature has 
proposed two crinoe control 
measures for its neixt legisla- 
ture. - . 

TIGHTER CONTROL 
One is a tightening of the gun 
control lawi Lieensilig'of pis- 
tols only will be permitted, and 
no felon could own a pistol. Spe- 
cial licenses would be required 
to carry a gun .oii one’s person 
or at night..: , •, „ 

Another measiiie wotad give 
police the right to ^op and 
search any suspiciousdooking 
person. Although polide do so 
now, there has to be good rea- 
son for it, and the attorney gen- 
eral’s office wants to get some- 
thing on the books. 

The New Mexico Legislature 
is considering a stop-and-frisk 
law similar to one in Illinois, 
but it won’t be ready until June. 

Massachusetts enacted a 
stop-and-frisk law two years 
ago, allowing police to halt and 
search suspicious-looking per- 



sons if police believe they are 
dangerous. 

New York has had since 1964 
a stop-and-frisk law allowing a 
policeman to stop a person if 
the policeman believes his per- 
sonal safety would be jeopard- 
ized by not doing so. The law 
was upheld in the state’s highest 
court. 

A bill to adopt a similar law 
in Michigan was defeated this 
year in that state’s House of 
Representatives. 

Nebraska has a stop-and-frisk 
law which also was upheld re- 
cently by the state’s supreme 
court. 

A stop-and-frisk law before 
the Georgia Legislature in 1968 
failed. 

Missouri doesn’t have its own 
stop-and-frisk law but the attor- 
ney general has given a legal 
opinion that persons believed 
committing or about to commit 
a crime can be stopped an 
searched. 

BERKELEY LAW 

California has enacted no 
seardh-and-seizure laws recent- 
ly, but the City of Berkeley re- 
cently gave police the right to 
stop and search loiterers or any 
one breaking an evening curfew 
during demonstrations. 

The California Legislature has 
increased the penalties for com- 
mission of a felony whOe armed 
with a deadly weapon. 

The New York Legislature 
this year added to its penal law 
a provision making it unlawful 
to resist arrest even if it turns 
out that the arrest was unwar- 
ranted. Previously there was no 
penalty for a person’s using 
force to resist an arrest he con- 
sidered false. 

At the same time a much-crit- 
icized provision in the penal law 
as part of a complete overhaul- 
ing in 1966, was corrected. The 
provision had restricted the 
right of a police officer to shoot 
to kill a fleeing criminal or sus- 
pect; it made the officer show 
that the fleeing person had used 
or was prepared to use deadly 
'orce himself. 




